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        ASCE-Ga. Employment Round Table 
MEETING   DETAILS: JUNE 4th, 2010   

 
In Attendance: 
 

Suzanne Pylant, Co-Chair 
Walt Bentley, PhD, PE-  mtg minutes 
Manjula Bathina, PE 
 

Jesse Calachman, EIT (Transportation) 
Mrs. Ban Saman, PE – Sustainability Group (NEW) 
 

New member(s) 

Ban Saman was very gracious in stopping by to address our group with information about the 
NEW Sustainability Group in Ga. If you are interested in the GREEN scene…drop her an email or 
call her to be added to their email roster. Details are on the home page. Her views for this group 
are broad and she was quite excited about offering connections to our RT group as ‘the perfect 
format’ and fertile ground for starting the Sustainability Group. 
 
UPDATES!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Manjula Bathina,EIT a certified flood plain manager with over 4 years of solid engineering background.  
We introduced you to Manjula last month. This month we congratulate her in obtaining her P.E. 
licensure! Manjula has not stopped short- she is heading our efforts to create a mentoring 
program here in Ga. Let us know if you are interested in helping her move forward on this. 
 
Kevin Clark, PE and Jay Simone, PE (former GDOT employee) have partnered to create a unique 
company and go after GDOT work. They pay for good client referrals…if you know of someone in 

need of an engineer and you are not able to do the work, please call Kevin, Jay or Suzanne. IN 
MOTION can help your client do more with less.  
 
---I heard another RT member tell me recently he is QUITE busy with temporary work, 

enough so that he suspended his unemployment. Folks, work is there…we have to go 

after it and stop waiting for conditions to change. 

Do you really have enough money in 401k to sit out here for another 3 years? I know I 

don’t. Employers will only be replacing a measly 10-20% of the 60% pullback in their 

workforce…and that 20% may be slow in coming.  

MEETING NOTES: 

 The schedule for interim meetings was discussed.  Interim meetings have been on Fridays 

around noon.  This often conflicts with other events such as ASCE Environmental & Water 

Resources meetings.  Perhaps the meetings should be moved to earlier in the week. 

 Professional Engineering (PE) registration was discussed, particularly the advantages of NCEES 

(National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying).  Depending on your job (and 

many employers WANT multi-state license ability in P.E.s), you may need to obtain PE license in 

other states your employer handles projects. This is particularly true now that most national 
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employers are working regularly across state lines.  By creating a record through NCEES you 

only have to gather recommendations, transcripts, and verifications once.  NCEES handles easy 

license reciprocity (reciprocal licensing) in other states.  It was mentioned that the new Ga. 

application for PE test 2010, requires also setting up a record with NCEES.  

 Mrs. Ban Saman spoke to the group about a new ASCE technical group for those interested in 

Sustainability.  They are planning a one day kick-off seminar soon.  The date and time has not 

been determined, but it is expected early July – watch for notices and contact Ban if you are 

interested in getting in on the ground floor on this group. 

Updates; 

ü The GAWP (Ga. Assn. Water Professionals) recently opened their NEW offices off of Cobb 

Pkwy. right near the Dobbins Air Reserve Base. With multiple  state of the art training rooms 

that include smart boards, all rollable, collapsible furniture and LEED status, this is a great 

venue for an ASCE meeting soon. We are working on a tour of the facility for our group as well 

as a seminar day at this location. 

ü SolomonΩs Father passed away recently. We send our prayers and condolences with him and 

his family during this difficult time. 

ü Added DOL unemployment insurance benefits may be coming if you are near the end of a tier 

or SEB (state extended benefits). See the link below for full information. DON’T wait to be 

mailed a notice. Visit your DOL branch to ensure you will have continued benefits and/or 

programs available even if your benefits are ending. This information can change monthly. 

http://www.dol.state.ga.us/spotlight/sp_ext_benefits_programs_available.htm 

ü Tony Pelliccia was kind enough to proof the RT survey so we can get it flipped out on the 

careers tab module to our group. THANKS TONY! Please help us by completing the survey 

when we send you the notice, so that we can approach the DOL with valuable information to 

help us get state financing and reimbursement support for our members!!!!  

ü Also this month was the 2ND meeting of the newly formed Transportation & Development 

Institute ASCE Ga. technical group. Ide Okokon, Jesse Calachman and Suzanne were in 

attendance and got valuable information on the Real Estate forecast Ψon the groundΩ from top 

builders here in Ga, as well as valuable networking and face time. Look for update flyers at the 

Sept. luncheon, and new web page coming soon. 

ü After careful consideration and comments from members, we will be moving the interim RT 

meetings to Mondays. This will help us get our week started with network happenings, where 

to be and when to help us focus our efforts better. Suzanne has located a new venue at Roam 

Café where they offered us a free state of the art meeting room. The next Interim is expected 

Monday JULY 12th, so as not to conflict with the July 4th holiday. Watch the website for 

http://www.dol.state.ga.us/spotlight/sp_ext_benefits_programs_available.htm
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location and time details. Breakfast will be available. However, if we get enough positive 

feedback from the group, we may likely be able to BUY attendees breakfast - - LET US 

KNOW!!! Send an email! 

 
 
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NOTE:  If you have news and information, PLEASE SEND IT to Jason Thomas for inclusion in our 
monthly Updates. 

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

V The Atlanta Business Chronicles recently published a listing of charitable and non-profit 
organizations for volunteer work in Ga. I found a host of great places to network and do 
meaningful things while getting a tax write off. Let me know if you are interested in 
seeing this list and I’ll bring it at the next meeting. 

HOT OFF THE PRESS 
A close friend of our Co-chair at the USGS located in Louisiana is currently creating a 
symposium about the oil spill in the gulf. “WHAT WHENT WRONG” The list of speakers is 
already quite impressive which is no surprise since this may likely go down in history as 
one of the worst environmental disasters of our time. Expected in Louisiana in late 
August, details coming. 

 
 
 

 
 


